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Publish his glorious deeds among the nations.  Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. 

Psalms 96:3, NLT 

Summertime has traditionally been a season of relaxation and a more casual         

approach to most things.  Here at Palma Ceia we have long held summertime as the 

time for “Casual Sundays”, keeping with the relaxed mood and a way to deal with the 

Tampa heat.  The last two Sundays in August will present our last opportunities to 

dress down before we return to our more formal attire in the fall. 

On August 22nd, our church will have an opportunity for “quiet evangelism” during 

“Church T-Shirt Sunday”. You can purchase a $7.00 T-Shirt by contacting the church 

office (813-837-1541) or by E-mailing: Julie.Brown@PalmaCeiaUMC.org.  

Don‟t forget to wear your PCUMC t-shirt on August 22nd, but also please remember to 

wear it frequently out in the community. This will give others the chance to ask about 

PCUMC and give you the chance to invite them to visit and share in the love of Christ.  

Think of wearing your PCUMC t-shirt as an easy way to engage in “quiet evangelism”. 

Like previous years, the Sunday before Labor Day (August 29) is Football Sunday, 

and we encourage all of the Bucs, „Canes, Phoenix, Tigers, Bulls, Gators, „Noles,  

Rattlers, Wildcats, Dawgs, Panthers, Knights, Dragons etc. to wear your favorite team 

shirt or jersey. People come to church and to Christ because they are invited. Let‟s 

invite others to these “Casual Sunday” services. 

Coming soon to Palma Ceia United Methodist Church, Brad Sherill, who last fall 

shared with us “The Gospel of John” will be here for his new theater production, “The 

Prophets.” There will be two  Performances, Sept. 24 & 25. More information regarding 

tickets coming soon. Please plan to join us for one of the shows, it is something that 

should not be missed! 

 On a personal note, on August 17th Linda and I will be celebrating our 25th wedding 

anniversary. I first met Linda during an Easter play at her church. We immediately be-

came friends. I was captivated by Linda‟s amazing smile, commitment to Christ, and 

her quiet, remarkable spirit. Several years later, upon graduating from college, we 

married! 

The twenty five years since then have been an incredible journey as we have grown 

up together. Seminary in Atlanta, the birth of our children, local church appointments, 

campus ministry, serving as a District Superintendent and now at Palma Ceia have 

been a few of the milestones. We have traveled together, played together, laughed, 

cried and dreamed together. 

I thank God each day for blessing me with a partner, best friend, lover and soul mate 

like Linda. I am still captivated by her smile, her commitment to Christ and her        

remarkable spirit! She has been my confidant, mentor and friend. Thank you, Linda for 

twenty-five remarkable years! I love you! 

In Fellowship, 

 

Kevin’s Corner 

Dr. Kevin James, Sr. 

Everyone who 

competes in the 

games goes into 

strict training. 

They do it to get 

a crown that will 

not last; but we 

do it to get a 

crown that will 

last forever. 1 

Cor. 9:25 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 

The Mission of the Month for August is the Day 
School Scholarship Fund at Palma Ceia United Meth-
odist Church.  This scholarship enables children to 
attend our school who may not be able to afford the 
tuition fee. You may use your Mission of the Month 
envelope to give to this worthy cause. 

Reading Suggestion from Tom... 

Tony Dungy has a new book out through Tyndale Publishing 
"The Mentor Leader" which will have some amazing inspira-
tional life building concepts. The book will be released Aug 3.  
Mr. Dungy will have some local book signings here in the 
area: Aug. 11 at Lifeway Christian Book Store 12689 Citrus 
Plaza Drive, from 11-1, Barnes & Noble Book Store 11802 N 
Dale Mabry Hwy from 3-5pm and Sam‟s Club, 2021 Brandon 
Blvd, Brandon, from 6:30-8:30pm. 

Palma Ceia United Methodist Church 
Invites You To 
“Tea Time” 

Saturday, October 9, 2010 
11:00 a.m. 

In the church Fellowship Hall  
 

Menu 
Finger Sandwiches 
Cheese & Crackers 

Fruit 
Tea & Coffee 

 
There will be Guest Speakers and Door Prizes, 

please come enjoy time with friends, while  support-
ing this cause. 

 
Tickets are $7 and will be available for       pur-

chase in the church office or on Sundays between 
services in the breezeway beginning August 1st. 

 
All proceeds go to  

Susan G. Komen  “For the Cure” 

REPORT ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

This year’s Florida Annual Conference was held at the Lakeland  
Center from June 10-12, 2010, Bishop Timothy Whitaker, presiding.  
The theme for the conference was “Transforming the World,       
Eradicating Extreme Poverty.”  This was not as busy a conference as 
last year’s meeting. 

The kick-off for lay persons was hosted by Sharon Luther,            
Conference Lay Leader, on Thursday morning, June 10.  At this   
session, we are introduced to the theme and it’s kind of a pep rally.  A 
special guest speaker was Governor Charlie Christ, a member of 
First United Methodist Church, St. Petersburg.  

The afternoon presentation was by Rev. David Beckmann, President 
of “Bread for the World.”  This organization campaigns for      
strengthening U.S. political commitment to overcoming hunger and 
poverty at home and abroad.  We were asked to write letters to our 
congress-members requesting their help in supporting legislation that 
would end hunger.  

Friday was devoted mostly to various reports.  Since most of the  
missions supported by the United Methodist Church had already  
submitted written reports (which were included in the workbook and 
supplement), we were not subjected to a retelling of the efforts and 
successes of the various groups.  The longest report was the       
financial report.  It was presented in a straightforward, but engaging 
fashion by the conference treasurer, Mickey Wilson.  The budget was 
approved as presented.  Other reports were also approved, as     
presented.  Copies of the reports are available on request. 

Saturday morning, it was time to vote on resolutions. There were only 
a few.  One involved approving using capital funds for congregational 
redevelopment purposes at Faith UMC, Largo (approved).  Another 
commended the work of churches which have found creative ways to 
minister to those living with dementia and encourages the             
development of programs to address the associated issues.  The only 
contentious resolution concerned the Florida Conference Creation 
Care Task Team.  The resolution suggested we align the conference 
with the Sunshine State Interfaith Power and Light group.  It was  
suggested we did not know enough about the group and the       
sponsors of the resolution were not available to answer questions.  
The resolution was tabled on a motion by Amy Ridgewell. 

The Friday and Saturday morning Bible Studies are among the most 
invigorating times during the meeting.  This year’s speaker, Rev.  
Juanita Rasmus, came to us from St. John’s United Methodist in 
Houston.  It is important to remember that even while doing the    
business of the church, our faith is what brings us together. 

Next year’s Florida Annual Conference will be held in Tampa, June 1-
4, 2011.  I urge all church members to make plans to attend at least 
some of the sessions to understand more of what it takes to keep an 
organization such this functioning on an even keel.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jean Blackman, Lay Delegate 

COMING SOON! 

BRAD SHERRILL  

PERFORMING  

PROPHETS 
In the Fellowship Hall 

 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

OR 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 

7pm 
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High Seas Summer Events ï Let the Voyage Continue! 

Saturday, August 14, 2010 6pm-8pm  Join us  in the Fellowship Hall as we welcome that cute little Chadder the 
Chipmunk back to visit and show us his Voyage on the High Seas video. We'll enjoy  Galley Goodies, and  Sing & 
Play Splash  Music. Cost is $1 per person.  

*All children MUST be accompanied by an adult! 

For reservations for High Seas Summer Events, contact Patti DiOssi at patti.diossi@verizon.net. Sign-up sheets 
will be at the church and on Patti's office door for your convenience.  

 PROMOTION SUNDAY - August 29, 2010 

Parents and children from Preschool – 5
th
 grade meet in Room 102/104 East at 9am for a short "Meet and Greet".  

Parents and children will meet their new teachers for the 2010/2011 school year and enjoy light refreshments. 
Teachers will escort children to their new class at 9:20 and parents will pick their children up from their new class-
rooms at 10:20.***Rising 6

th
 graders will be picked up by Xtreme Youth and taken to join other Youth for the 

Contemporary Worship Service.  

ACOLYTE RECOGNITION & TRAINING DAY ï August 29, 2010 

Acolytes who served the church during the past year will be recognized by the congregation at the 10:30 worship 

service and will be presented a special gift from the church. *** 

Acolyte Training is for all rising 3
rd

-5
th

 graders who are interested in becoming an acolyte. Those returning 
as acolytes for the 2010/2011 year will also need to be present to learn some new techniques! This training and a 

light lunch will start at 11:45. We will meet in the Material Center. *** 

***Please read future newsletters & bulletins for more updates on Acolyte Recognition & Training Day!!! 

Questions about Acolytes, please contact: Betty Gray (Acolyte Coordinator) bettybgray@bellsouth.net 

Other Questions regarding Children, please contact: Patti DiOssi (Director of Children's Ministries) 

patti.diossi@verizon.net 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Dealing with Debt 

Debt-what an ugly word.  Even the sight of it can bring to mind unpaid bills, lingering financial commitments, and the 
climbing interest rates.  If the concept is so horrible, then how do we get into debt? 

Doubt. We are told that God will provide for us, but somehow we just don‟t believe it. 

Desire.  As we turn TV channels and look through store windows, we long for and buy things that we want but 
cannot afford. 

Deception.  We fool ourselves by thinking, “This will be easy to pay off” or “There‟s no harm in getting another 
credit card.” 

Disobedience.  We disobey God when we are bad stewards of the money He gives us.  Investing in a home or 
a car can be a wise decision if you have a clear plan and a regular payment schedule.  Accumulating large 
credit card debt is always detrimental. 

When we submit our lives to Jesus Christ, we must place high value on the importance of obedience.  Read       
Romans 13:5-10 and assess  your financial situation.  What is god saying to you?  Is debt causing damage to your 
walk with Him?  If so, begin to pray about a solution.  God will be faithful when you reach out for His help to achieve 
freedom from the bondage of debt. 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
The members of your newly revitalized Endowment Committee are Julie Brown, Liz Cleveland, Allen Garrett, Dr. 
Kevin James, Brian Miller, Kemi Oguntebi, Susan Rubel, Taylor Thorington and Joe Tobi.  The purpose of our    
revitalized Endowment Fund is “to retain its principal in perpetuity and use only the income for religious purposes 
authorized.”  Your gifts to the PCUMC Endowment fund may be designated by you for many different purposes and 
missions.  For more information, please call the church office, 813-837-1541 
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